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Mark your calendar VBS is set for June 20-24 from 9am until 12. It is 
going to be a great week of Bible story, music, crafts and playtime. VBS 
is for any children ages 4 thru 6th grade. 

Food Truck Party VBS invites children of all ages to get on a roll 
with God as a parade of Food Trucks rolls into their 
neighborhood for the summer's biggest party! 
Using Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our 
daily bread", children are invited to pray as  
Jesus teaches. These words serve as a reminder 
that everything we have comes from God - and 
our daily needs are met by God. 
 

We are  looking for volunteers for VBS.  
So please if there is any way that you can help it 

would be greatly appreciated.  
If you have any questions please call 

 Brooke Gerlach at 618-443-7793 
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      Churches around the country, are continuing to 
see a decline attendance numbers.  We here at Sparta 
FUMC are no exception.  As I look back over  
attendance from previous years, I can see our decline 
started about 8-10 years ago.  The Pandemic only 
helped to accelerate these numbers and has forced the 
church to look at different ways to deal with this  
decline; it also served as a wake up call for us to stop 
doing business as usual and face the fact that change 
is needed if we are to survive.   

      In this vein of thought, your committees and  
myself have been in reflection as to how we can do 
things in other ways.  This particularly stood out to us 
as the PPRC addressed the Administrative Assistant’s 
job duties.  (If you have not heard Rhonda is getting 
married late this summer and her last day with us will 
be July 29th).   There are many items that Rhonda 
does now that could be done by volunteers.  This  
information is also helpful as we look to the cost of 
running the church. 

     Having said all this, I feel we need to look at  
conducting a time and service audit as a reminder that  
we all have gifts and  was to serve the church.    
Remember that during the time you joined the Sparta 
FUMC, you vowed to support it.  In fact, the words 
are, “As a member of this congregation will you  
faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, 
your presence, your gifts, and your  
service.” (UMC Book of Worship under Reception 
into the Local Congregation; page 38).  This is a vow 
that you took before God and the Church. 

     We are in a season of our church’s life that  

requires thinking outside the box.  I ask you to 
prayerfully consider how you can continue to help 
your church, as we continue along a path requiring us 

to not do business as usual.   

Pastor Randy 
Cell: 217-520-5267 
Email: 
Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memorial Day (originally known as  
Decoration Day[1]) is a federal holiday in the Unit-
ed States for mourning the U.S. military  
personnel who have died while serving in 
the United States armed forces.  It is observed 
on the last Monday of May. It was formerly  
observed on May 30 from 1868 to 1970.  
 

 Many people visit cemeteries and  
memorials on Memorial Day to honor and mourn 
those who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
Many volunteers place an American flag on graves 
of military personnel in national cemeteries.  
Memorial Day is also considered the unofficial  
beginning of summer in the United States.  
 

 Many cities and people have claimed to 
have first celebrated the event. In 1868,  
General John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the 
Republic called for a "Decoration Day", which was 
widely celebrated. By 1890, every Northern state 
had adopted it as a holiday. The World Wars 
turned it into a generalized day of remembrance, 
instead of just for the Civil War. In 1971, Congress  
standardized the holiday as "Memorial Day" and 
changed its observance to the last Monday in May. 
 

 Two other days celebrate those who have 
served or are serving in the U.S. military: Armed 
Forces Day (which is earlier in May), an unofficial 
U.S. holiday for honoring those currently serving 
in the armed forces, and Veterans Day (on Novem-
ber 11), which honors those who have served in 
the United States Armed Forces.  
 

 Continued 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Day#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_armed_forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Monday_Holiday_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_A._Logan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Army_of_the_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_Day#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
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Honor Earned 

Here we stand to honor our dead; 

To remember them as these words are read. 

To give that honor that they have earned; 

Is a lesson taught, a lesson learned. 

These men and women who gave their all; 

And answered Gods hallowed call. 

And even though we are apart 

They live on in our minds and heart. 

So, Bow your head and let us pray; 

God Bless them all on this day. 

 

 First United Methodist Church remembers those who served our country and have passed away.   

We give thanks for their faithful and loyal service! 

Eugene Ashley 

James Ashley 

Bill Barber 

Jack Becker 

Ralph Bierman 

William (Benny) Birchler 

Don Bixby 

Jon W. Bixby 

Willard H. Bixby 

Ed Bluff 

Bill Britt 

Jim Brown 

John Busby 

Paul Calvert 

Bob Carrothers 

Glenn Coffey 

Raymond Cooper 

Bill Dahlem 

Alfred (Sparky) Degener 

Donald Deppe 

Russell Deppe 

Sonny Dierks 

Ellis Dockery 

Earl Ervin 

Carl Ezell 

Dwayne Fox 

Delmar Guebert 

Monroe Haege 

Joe Hall 

Richard Hall 

Wilford Hamilton 

Charles (Milton) Hawkins 

Junior Henderson 

Ray Hillyard 

Marvin Huether 

Leroy Karsten 

Don Kilman 

Terry Koonce 

Pierce Lentz 

Charlie Massie 

Everett McConachie 

Michael Miesner 

Thomas Milligan 

Mason Mines 

Robert Neal 

Charles W. Neilson 

Ernie Orella 

Otis Rauch 

Willis Rezba 

Arthur Ragland 

Roy Reimer 

Phillip Reinhardt 

George Smith 

Byron Slavens 

Bill Spurgeon  

Norman Svanda 

Alfred Volkmer 

Junior Winterbottom 
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Administrative Council Meeting 
May 9, 2022 6:00pm (Minutes not yet approved) 

 
Persons Attending: Randy McGeehon, Jeremy Volkmar, 
Patti Cecil, Carl Holland, Linda Bird, Mary Hauskins, 
Kathy Ruhmann   
 

The meeting began at 6:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: Minutes from the April meeting were 
reviewed by those present.  One correction was made in a 
name.  Carl Holland moved to accept the minutes as  
corrected.  Mary Hauskins seconded the motion.  The  
motion carried. 
 

Meal Ministry: Mary Hauskins; Mary Hauskins reported 
that she’s been in touch with one member who will soon 
need some meals to help her continue to heal at home. 
 
Music Director: (by Pastor Randy); Pastor Randy  
reminded everyone that the Karaoke night is Wednesday, 
May 11. 
 
S/PPRC: Kathy Ruhmann; The Pastor/ Parish committee 
met recently.  A required assessment form was filled out.  
There was a discussion about hiring a new church  
secretary.  Rhonda Smith will be getting married in August 
and moving out of the area so her last day will be July 31.  
We hope to hire a new secretary to begin June 1 so that 
Rhonda can train her for a month.  Since our church  
finances are dwindling, it is our hope to save some money 
by hiring the new secretary at a lower rate an hour and for 
fewer hours each week.  As we began looking at the duties 
that our secretary does, we realized we don’t seem to have 
paid staff job descriptions on file.  With that in mind, Kathy 
Ruhmann has asked all of our paid staff to make a list of 
their duties.  We’ll hope to replace some duties with  
volunteers.  Advertisements for the church secretary  
position were put in the County Journal and on the church 
Facebook page, plus the “What’s Going On in and Around 
Sparta” Facebook page.  As of this meeting, no applications 
have been received.  The Pastor/ Parish committee will 
meet again on Monday, May 23rd to review job descriptions 
and any applications. 
 
Trustees:  (by Carl Holland); Carl Holland met with an 
Ameren representative to review the possibility of  
upgrading light fixtures at about one fourth the usual cost.  
More will be learned of this later.  Carl also educated us on 
the three zones for heating and cooling in the church and 
fellowship hall.  Energy can be saved (and therefore bills 
lowered) if we keep certain doors closed to isolate a certain 
“zone.”    The sanctuary and attached Sunday school rooms 
and coat hallway consist of Zone 3.  Zone 2 includes the 
gathering room, hallway, and the secretary’s and pastor’s 
offices.  Zone 1 includes the dining room, kitchen and other 

Sunday school rooms on the north side of the hallway.  
He encourages us to close doors and turn off lights when 
rooms aren’t being used. 
 
Treasurer: Patti Cecil; Patti Cecil presented the most 
recent treasurer’s report.  All bills are paid and the  
checking account stands at $7420.40.  After a recent 
large contribution to the Capital Campaign, the loan  
balance is now at $77,981.96.  Each week offerings  
continue to be about $1000 short of the budget.  Mary 
Hauskins moved to accept the treasurer’s report pending 
a later audit.  Carl Holland seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Financial Secretary:  Linda Bird; Linda Bird prepared 
reports comparing giving in 2021 to 2022.  Generally we 
continue to be about $1000 less than the projected budget 
each week. 
 
Finance, Lay Leader: Carl Holland; Carl Holland  
reported that the Finance committee will meet again 
Monday, June 20th at 6:00pm.  At that meeting the hope 
is to make a plan for the next months to improve our  
finances.  A “consecration” Sunday may be part of that 
plan – including donations of time and talents that  
anyone can give to our church.  We will discuss making a 
renewed effort to pay off the Capital Campaign.  Recent 
inflation is only making energy costs, etc., continue to 
increase.   
 
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon; Attendance in the 
two services on Mother’s Day was 109, which was  
encouraging.  Pastor Randy will soon have his meeting 
with the District Superintendent and will then know for 
sure that he will be here another year.  He does plan to 
retire in June of 2023 so he hopes to spend his last year 
with us.  He thanked us for being such a welcoming  
congregation.  He pointed out that our attendance could 
equal our pastor being “yoked” with another  
church – one pastor for two churches.  This could be our 
future if attendance doesn’t improve.  Whatever our  
future brings, Pastor Randy reminded us that “God is in 
control.”   
 
A quick discussion concerning Father’s Day resulted in a 
plan to donate $250.00 to Little Grassy in honor of all 
our fathers.   Vacation Bible School will be June 20-24.  
Primary elections will be Tuesday, June 28.  Since our 
church is a polling place, no on will be in the offices that 
day. 
 
Mary Hauskins moved to adjourn.  Carl Holland  
seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Next Meeting:     June 13 at 6:00 pm 
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Join Us  
“Water for the Thirsty”  
The Chosen  Season 1 

Tuesday nights  
6 pm Parlor/Gathering Room 

 

Each week we will view a session together 
and follow with refreshments and reflections.  
The “Chosen” committee has all viewed this 
first season and they felt it was so meaningful 
they wanted to share and view it again with 
their church family and friends.  It takes you 
into the eyes and ears of the people who fol-
lowed Jesus.  Personalities develop, you see 
Jesus teasing, smiling, and joking. 

 
Dallas Jenkins, 
the creator, has 
created a series 
that makes you 
want to watch it 
over and over as 
you reap some-
thing new each 
time. 
 
We hope you will 

join us and bring your friends and neighbors 
for this eight weeks.  Come to any sessions as 
Pastor Randy will refresh and reflect each 
week.  
 
Weekly Committee Chairs: 
 June 7th Libby Rees 
 June 14th Jan Seals 
 June 21st Janet Gerlach 
 June 28th Pastor Randy 
 

    July final night to be an 
 ice cream social!! 

 
 
 

 On Fathers Day 
 

The First United 
Methodist Church 
will be  donating 

$250 to  
Leo’s Lair 

 
 

 

Pentecost   i.e., "fiftieth", found only in 
the New Testament ( Acts 2:1 ; 20:16 ;  
1 Corinthians 16:8 ). The festival so named 
is first spoken of in Exodus 23:16 as "the 
feast of harvest," and again in Exodus 
34:22 as "the day of the first fruits" 
 ( Numbers 28:26 ). From the sixteenth of 
the month of Nisan (the second day of the 
Passover), seven complete weeks, i.e., f 
orty-nine days, were to be reckoned, and 
this feast was held on the fiftieth day. The 
manner in which it was to be kept is  
described in Leviticus 23:15-19 ; Numbers 
28:27-29 . Besides the sacrifices prescribed 
for the occasion, every one was to bring to 
the Lord his "tribute of a free-will offering"  
( Deuteronomy 16:9-11 ). The purpose of 
this feast was to commemorate the  
completion of the grain harvest. Its  
distinguishing feature was the offering of 
"two leavened loaves" made from the new 
corn of the completed harvest, which, with 
two lambs, were waved before the Lord as a 
thank offering. 

The day of Pentecost is noted in the  
Christian Church as the 
day on which the Spirit 
descended upon the 
apostles, and on which, 
under Peter's preaching, 
so many  
thousands were  
converted in Jerusalem 
( Acts 2 ). 
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/2-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/20-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/16-8.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/23-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/34-22.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/34-22.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/numbers/28-26.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Leviticus+23:15-19
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Numbers+28:27-29
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Numbers+28:27-29
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Deuteronomy+16:9-11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/acts/2.html
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Prayer Chain - If you would like to be a part of the  
prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or 
email her at hargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to 
update us with any email changes. 
 

Joys–  The one who ascended will come to us again, 
bringing new life and new hope. 
 

Prayers-  Doris Arnold, Ryan Fithian and family, 
Cookie Rathfert, Cory Smith, Jo Anne “Lieper” Meyer, 
The people of Ukraine and Russia, Bishop Frank J. 
Beard, our Church, our denomination, our country and 
our world. 
 

Words of Gratitude: 
Dear Church Members, Thank you for your generous 
donation to the TWIGS Program.  It operates solely on 
donations.  ~Sherri Sroka 
 

Thank you so much for the funeral luncheon at the 
church.  It was greatly appreciated! ~ Linda Muller, The 
Family of Mary Miles 

“For  I know the plans 
I have for you declares 
the Lord, plans to give 
you a future and a 

hope”  
     Jeremiah 29:11 

 
 

06/02 Jared Sauzek 
06/06 Willia Dietz 
 Joyce Oathout 
06/07 John Wetzel 
06/10 Autumn Peck 
 Mariah Surdyk 
 Doc Williams 
06/11 Tammy Bauer 
06/12 Michaela Castens 
06/13 Ryan Schupbach 
06/15 Alma Wyatt 
06/19 Larry Schupbach 
06/22 Sara Bixby 
 Glenn Napier 
 Aidan Stine 
06/23 Seth McDowell 
06/27 Eva Sickmeyer 
06/29 Dave Sickmeyer 
06/30 Regina Heller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

06/01 Bill & Cathy Norton 
06/02 Shawn & Megan Greenhill 
06/03 Gary & Jenith Henson 
 Tom & Sue Morrison 
06/05 Jason & Beth Coop 
06/07 Roger & Janet Gerlach 
 Daniel & Lindsay Schroeder 
06/15 Tom & Myla Ashley 
06/17 Jim & Carol Haury 
06/20 Bob & Delma Odom 
06/25 Brian & Tammy Bauer 
 Ron & Laura Woodworth 
06/26 Larry & Debbie Schupbach 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

Sat/Sun/Online/ 
Sunday School 

05/01 $4,619.80 $285.89 $44.15 $4,949.84 19/57/24/31 

05/08 $4,483.07 $10,412.50 $49.50 $14,945.07 11/98/20/34 

05/15 $5,499.93 $329.01 $134.39 $5,963.33 21/59/13/31 

05/22 $2,683.77 $310.00 $55.50 $3,049.27 13/61/?/27 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget:  $80,288.82 

Offering envelopes are in the office. Please contact Linda Bird to get 
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Missions for June :  
 

We will be  
collecting  

Crayons &  
Notebooks 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

1 
6 pm NOW Comm 
 

2 
            

3 4 
 

5 Pentecost 
  Choir Sings 

6 
 

7 
6 pm The 
Chosen 

8 
 

 

9 
  
 
 
 

10 
Wedding 
Rehersal 

11 
Birchler/
Fredricking 
Wedding 

12   
Choir Sings 
 

13 

8 am Garden Club 
6 pm Ad Council 

14 
6 pm The 
Chosen 

15 
6 pm NOW Comm 

 

16 
 

17 

 
18 
 

19  Father’s Day 
8pm  Men’s Breakfast 
Praise Kids Sing 

20 
 

21 
6 pm The 
Chosen 

22 
 

23 
Lamplighter  
Information 
Deadline 
 

24 25 

26 
VBS Program 

27 28 
Election  
Day 
6 pm The 
Chosen 

29 30 

Lamplighter 
Mailed out 
 

  

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

Volunteers for the Month of May 

Liturgist Sharon Holland 

Head Usher Linda Bird 

Ushers 
06/05 Tom & Jan Seals 
06/12 Shawn & Megan Greenhill 
06/19 David & Autumn Peck 
06/26 Bill & Linda Mueller 

Acolytes 

06/05 Leah Coop & Eva Sickmeyer 

06/12  Wyatt & Zoe peck 
06/19  Jaxon & Layla Miles 
06/26  Andru Stine & Jake Greenhill 

VBS 9 am– Noon 



First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: (618) 443-3714 
Church Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com 
 
 

Dated Material - Mailed Out on May 26, 2022 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 

W ERE  ON  THE  W EB !   

www.spartafumc.org 

Nonprofit Organization 
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June 20-24   9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
First United Methodist Church 


